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Better days may or may not
come, but Narendra Modi has
become the Prime Minister of

this country now. Also, the start has
been very good. By inviting the heads
of SAARC Countries for the oath-taking ceremony, he has set a
precedent.

The gesture also surprised the world, more particularly the
Pakistan. Further, the invitation to Sri Lankan president showed
that Modi will not bow down to regional pressures.

On his cabinet front, Modi’s commandments to ministers and
officials - do not touch my feet, keep your offices clean, speak to
the point, do not dawdle over files – show the Prime Minister not
only intends to set behaviourial patterns but also implement his
hands-on style of administration.

He received commendation from Sonia Gandhi for his
promise on the women's reservation bill. His proposal to
introduce a diamond quadrilateral of bullet trains to complement
the golden quadrilateral of highways, the setting up of 100 world
class cities and cleaning up of Ganga show Modi has set his
targets very high.

But Modi has innumerable challenges to face. First he has to
see that the power situation needs to be improved.
Implementation of Ganga Action Plan is also not an easy task.
All the five states where the holy river flows are ruled by non-
BJP governments.

However, Modi has breathed life into the administration,
which was in a coma in the last few years. He is also extending
a friendly hand for the minorities, much against the hate
campaign unleashed against him.

The days to come will show whether Modi repeats the much
hyped Gujarat success model.

EDITOR’S DESK
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Afast-track court on May 14
sentenced two youths to 20
years in prison for the gang

rape of a 22-year-old woman techie.
In the first judgment in Andhra

Pradesh under the Nirbhaya Act, the
fast-track court at the Ranga Reddy
district court complex also imposed
a fine of Rs.1,000 each on the
accused.
A lawyer told reporters that the

court held V Sathish (30) and N
Venkateswarlu (28) guilty of
wrongful confinement, kidnapping
and gang rape, under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code.
The woman software engineer, an

employee of an IT company at Hitec
City, was kidnapped and raped by the
two car drivers on October 18 last
year.
The woman, named as 'Abhaya'

by police, was waiting for an
autorickshaw after shopping at a mall
in Hitec City when Sathish, driver of
a car belonging to a businessman,
offered to drop her at her hostel.
His friend Venkateswarlu, a cab

driver, was also seated in the car and
was posing as a passenger.
The accused diverted the car,

took the woman to Kolluru in Medak
district on the outskirts of the city
and raped her. They later left the
woman at her hostel.
Police had taken the help of the

National Investigation Agency (NIA)
to crack the case.
The charge sheet was filed in

January in a fast-track court set up
for speedy trial. The prosecution
produced scientific evidence and 21
witnesses in the court. 

Two jailed
for 20

years for
techie's

rape

The accused diverted the
car, took the woman to
Kolluru in Medak district on
the outskirts of the city and
raped her. They later left the
woman at her hostel.

CITY NEWS
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Thirteen year old Malavath
Purna of Andhra Pradesh set a
new record on May 24 when

she scaled the Mount Everest.
In what can be seen as a historic

feat for Indian mountaineering, Purna
became the youngest female climber
to scale the Mount Everest.
Purna was accompanied by

Sadhanapalli Anand Kumar (16), a
Class IX student from the Khammam

district of Andhra Pradesh, and
completed the feat. Anand and Purna
are both students of Andhra Pradesh
Social Welfare Educational Society.
The duo was selected among

about 150 children who were initially
chosen for adventure sports as part of
the society's initiative to promote
excellence in the students of the
society.
Twenty of them were sent to a

prestigious mountaineering Institute
in Darjeeling for training and nine

among them were sent on expedition
to Indo-China border earlier.
The two students with a higher

degree of toughness and endurance
were sent to the Everest Expedition in
April.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

reacted quickly on his facebook page
saying, "Was very happy to read this.
Congrats to our youngsters. They
make us truly proud." Subsequently,
the duo met Prime Minister in New
Delhi. 

AP girl sets new record,
climbs Mount Everest

STATE NEWS
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MOHSIN BIN HUSSAIN AL - KASARY

Asection of the minority
community is up in arms
against an appeal made by

over 170 muslim scholars before the
general elections calling up on the
voters of the minority community to
elect Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(MIM) candidates.
A write-up appeared in Urdu daily

Ethemad, owned by Owaisi family,
on April 29, 2014 in which several
clerics and scholars made the appeal.
Those opposing the appeal claim that
the clerics – almost all of them – are
on the rolls of Wakf Board and
invariably they are public servants.
According to Indian law, public

servants can neither take part in
politics nor support any political
party, particularly on religious
grounds. The clerics and scholars

allegedly tried to incite communal
feelings among muslim voters saying
certain party and people are trying to
construct Ram Mandir in place of
Babri Masjid, introduce common
civil code and creating horror through
riots in Gujarat and Muzafar Nagar
and other places.
The Islamic clerics and scholars

instigated the voters of their
community saying the wounds
inflicted by the rivals were still
afresh. Further, muslims were being
harassed across the country, they
alleged.
They maintained that the country

will not prosper without minorities
and the MIM was the only party
which works for the development of
minorities under the purview of
Constitution of India. They lauded the
activities of MIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi and his brother Akbaruddin

Owaisi and appealed to muslim
voters to cast their votes to MIM
candidates.
Deccan Wakf Properties

Protection Society president Osman
Bin Mohammed Al Hajri and a few
others lodged complaints against the
clerics and scholars who have made
the appeal. In their complaints given
to the Wakf Board, the complainants
alleged that it was against the law for
the public servants to make such
appeal on communal lines.
“The clerics and scholars are

liable for punishment. They should be
removed from their posts since lakhs
of innocent muslims will be mislead
by such appeals as the devotees
strictly follow the clerics and scholars
out of their religious faith,” said those
opposing the appeal. Some people
hurt by the appeal are also
contemplating legal action.  

Clerics, scholars appeal to
vote for MIM against the law

RELIGIOUS POLITICS
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LIST OF MINISTERS IN
MODI'S GOVERNMENT

NARENDRA DAMODHAR DAS MODI
PRIME MINISTER, PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND
PENSIONS, DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY DEPARTMENT OF
SPACE, ALL IMPORTANT POLICY ISSUES AND ALL OTHER
PORTFOLIOS NOT ALLOCATED TO ANY MINISTER.

RAJNATH SINGH
Home Affairs

SUSHMA SWARAJ
External Affairs, Overseas

Indian Affairs

ARUN JAITLEY
Finance, Corporate
Affairs, Defence

M. VENKAIAH NAIDU
Urban Development,
Housing and Urban
Poverty Alleviation,
Parliamentary Affairs

NITIN GADKARI
Road Transport and
Highways, Shipping

D.V. SADANANDA
GOWDA
Railways

UMA BHARATI
Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga

Rejuvenation

NAJMA A. HEPTULLA
Minority Affairs

GOPINATHRAO MUNDE
Rural Development,

Panchayati Raj, Drinking
Water and Sanitation

RAMVILAS PASWAN
Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution

KALRAJ MISHRA
Micro, Small and Medium

Enterprises

MANEKA GANDHI
Women and Child
Development

ANANTH KUMAR
Chemicals and Fertilizers

RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD

Communications and
Information Technology,

Law and Justice

ASHOK GAJAPATHI
RAJU PUSAPATI
Civil Aviation

ANANT GEETE
Heavy Industries and
Public Enterprises

HARSIMRAT KAUR
BADAL

Food Processing
Industries

NARENDRA SINGH
TOMAR

Mines, Steel, Labour and
Employment

JUAL ORAM
Tribal Affairs

RADHA MOHAN SINGH
Agriculture

THAAWAR CHAND
GEHLOT

Social Justice and
Empowerment

SMRITI IRANI
Human Resource
Development

HARSH VARDHAN
Health and Family

Welfare

NATIONAL NEWS



The News You Like | June 2014 9

MINISTERS OF STATE

V.K. SINGH
Development of North

Eastern Region
(Independent Charge),

External Affairs,
Overseas Indian Affairs

INDERJIT SINGH RAO
Planning (Independent
Charge), Statistics and

Programme
Implementation

(Independent Charge),
Defence

SANTOSH KUMAR
GANGWAR

Textiles (Independent
Charge), Parliamentary
Affairs, Water Resources,
River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation

SHRIPAD YESSO NAIK
Culture (Independent
Charge), Tourism

(Independent Charge)

DHARMENDRA
PRADHAN

Petroleum and Natural
Gas (Independent

Charge)

SARBANANDA
SONOWAL

Skill Development,
Entrepreneurship, Youth

Affairs and Sports
(Independent Charge)

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR
Information and
Broadcasting

(Independent Charge),
Environment, Forest and

Climate Change
(Independent Charge),
Parliamentary Affairs

PIYUSH GOYAL
Power (Independent

Charge), Coal
(Independent Charge),
New and Renewable
Energy (Independent

Charge)

JITENDRA SINGH
Science and Technology
(Independent Charge),

Earth Sciences
(Independent Charge),
Prime Minister Office,
Personnel, Public
Grievances and

Pensions, Department of
Atomic Energy,

Department of Space

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN
Commerce and Industry
(Independent Charge),
Finance, Corporate

Affairs

G.M. SIDDESHWARA
Civil Aviation

MANOJ SINHA
Railways

NIHALCHAND
Chemicals and Fertilizers

UPENDRA KUSHWAHA
Rural Development,

Panchayati Raj, Drinking
Water and Sanitation

P. RADHAKRISHNAN
Heavy Industries and
Public Enterprises

KIREN RIJIJU
Home Affairs

KRISHAN PAL
Road Transport and
Highways, Shipping

SANJEEV KUMAR
BALYAN Agriculture,
Food Processing

Industries

MANSUKHBHAI
DHANJIBHAI VASAVA

Tribal Affairs

RAOSAHEB DADARAO
DANVE

Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution

VISHNU DEO SAI
Mines, Steel, Labour and

Employment

SUDARSHAN BHAGAT
Social Justice and
Empowerment
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Minutes after being sworn-in, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on May 26
sought people's support and

participation for India's journey to newer heights
of development.
"As we devote ourselves to take India's

development journey to newer heights, we seek
your support, blessings and active participation.
Together we will script a glorious future for
India," said Modi in his message on the website
of the Prime Minister's Office.
"Let us together dream of a strong, developed

and inclusive India that actively engages with the
global community to strengthen the cause of world
peace and development," he added.
"I am a firm believer in the power of

technology and social media to communicate with
people across the world. I hope this platform
creates opportunities to listen, learn and share
ones' views," he said, referring to the upgraded
website.
Modi said he was choosing his web site to

deliver his first message to the people as he was a
"firm believer in the power of technology and
social media to communicate with people across
the world" and a "very important medium of direct
communication between us".
As soon as the ceremony concluded, Modi met

the visiting leaders, starting with a warm
handshake with Nawaz Sharif. The leaders then
posed for a photo-op with the new Indian prime
minister, the president and Vice President Hamid
Ansari. 

Modi seeks
people's
participation
for development

NATIONAL NEWS





The News You Like | June 201412

THE NEWS BUREAU

Holy River Ganga is
worshipped by every Hindu
– irrespective of his or her

party affiliation. And the leaders of
Congress are no exception. Yet, the
UPA government spent just Rs
967.30 crore of the Rs 20,000 crore
allocated for Ganga Action Plan
(GAP) in its 10 year rule.
According to sources in the

Union Ministry of Environment and
Forest (MoEF), "It is a
misconception that thousands of

crores have been spent to clean the
river. In fact, only Rs 967.30 crore
was spent in the two GAPs over the
last 30 years, which means a paltry
Rs 30 crore per year." Even the target
to create infrastructure has not been
met with. "
What more! The National River

Conservation Authority (NRCA),
headed by Prime Minister did

not meet for a single time in the last
10 years. The NRCA was constituted
in 1995 and its last meeting was held
under former prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in 2003.
“It is mandatory for the NRCA to

meet at least once a year.
Unfortunately, it did
not meet even once

Hindu sentiments
hurt by UPA
government

GanGa clean up
NATIONAL NEWS
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under former PM Manmohan Singh.
It only resulted in a complete
collapse of the vision and policy
from the top itself," said a source.
Not only NRCA, but even the

steering committee of NRCA has not
met since 2007. Headed by the
MoEF secretary, the steering
committee is mandated to monitor
the allocation of funds and progress
of sanctioned schemes.
The steering committee is

supposed to meet every quarter, with
five river basin member states -
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and West Bengal.
Now the new government under

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
made it clear that Ganga clean-up
will be one of the top priorities.
However, sources in the

government say, "Perhaps it has not
struck many in the ministry under
new minister Uma Bharti that Ganga
actually flows through five states
where the Bharatiya Janata Party or
the National Democratic Alliance is
not in power. 
BJP or any NDA partners are not

in power or supporting the state
governments in Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West
Bengal. So, there is little hope that
the new frenzy over cleaning the
Ganga would actually see some
action." 
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Agalaxy of corporate leaders
was present among the 4,500
guests at the grand oath-

taking ceremony of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi on
May 26. Never has such a gathering
of corporate leaders converged for
the oath-taking of Indian prime
minister.
Among the who's who of India,

eight prominent leaders from South
Asia and the diplomatic corps, India
Inc was also well represented, as
Modi was administered the oath of
office by President Pranab mukherjee
as India's 14th prime minister.

Apart from Ambani brothers
along with their families, other
business leaders at the ceremony
included Shashi Ruia and his son
Prashant of the of Essar Group, Hari
Bhartia of Jubilant, Bharti Group's
Sunil Mittal, DLF's Rajiv Singh,
Hero Corp's Pawan Munjal, Suzlon's
Tulsi Tanti and Videocon's Rajkumar
Dhoot.
Notable among the absentees

who were invited but could not make
it included Tata Group's Ratan Tata
and Cyrus Mistry, HDFC Bank's
Deepak Parekh, Aditya Vikram Birla
Group's Kumar Mangalam Birla and
Mahindra Grop's Anand Mahindra.
From the aviation space, Jet

Airways chairman
Naresh Goyal and the
new emerging carrier
AirAsia's Mittu
Chandilya were
present.
Some other

leaders who attended
the event also had
their tweets and
messages ready, just
as Modi himself was
sending a message to
the people through
the website of the
Prime Minister's
Office.
"Building

business confidence,
creating job-enabling

environment, mitigating food
inflation and improving nutrition and
sanitation, should be top priorities for
the government," said a statement
from Sidharth Birla, the president of
leading chamber FICCI.
"We believe this is a pivotal

moment in the nation’s history that
can shape the future of our 1.2 billion
people," said Ajay Shriram, president
of another leading chamber CII.
"The Hon’ble Prime Minister’s

stress on growth and development
has translated into an unequivocal
mandate for change, and Industry
looks forward to a new era of reform
and liberalization of the Indian
economy." 

Corporate India in
strength at Modi's
swearing in ceremony

NATIONAL NEWS
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Narendra Modi’s gesture of
inviting Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif to his

swearing-in ceremony has raised
hopes of a long-lasting peace
between the arch rivals among
Muslims of this country.
In direct contrast to his election

pitch - where he spoke of a
toughened stand against Pakistan -
Narendra Modi, by this single
gesture, has given a delightfully
unexpected turn to the diplomatic
course in the region. As much as the
gesture stunned the leadership across
the border, it has aroused hope
among the people in India and Indian
Muslims.
Muslims in India, the nation's

largest minority, comprise 14 percent
of its 1.2 billion people, and are the
world's third largest Muslim
population after Indonesia and
Pakistan.
“It’s a very good step by Mr.

Modi. Although we can’t expect all
the festering wounds to heal

overnight, but yes let me concede a
very positive start has been made. We
now hope that the issues between the
two would also be solved in the near
future,” Maulana Jalaluddin Umari,
president, Jamat-e-Islami Hind, told
a news agency.
Equally upbeat is SQR Ilyas, a

member of the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board. “It’s a very
happy start to a new innings. The step
is likely to improve relations. It
reminds us of Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
era when much headway was made in
diplomacy with Pakistan,” said Ilyas.
“Poor relations with Pakistan are

in no one’s interest. Both countries
end up spending more than they
normally should on defence, ruin
bilateral trade and ultimately the
common man suffers,” Ilyas said.
The invitation has allayed fears, at

least for the moment, that relations
with Pakistan may deteriorate under
the Modi regime.
“Only communication can bridge

the gap. The invite is a very good
step, whatever the fear mongers may
try to portray it as. Now, Pakistan

should address India’s concerns and
a healthy relationship should develop
that promotes regional peace,” said
Kamal Farooqi, a prominent Muslim
voice and former chairman, Delhi
Minorities Commission.
The incumbent chairman of the

Delhi Minorities Commission,
Safdar H Khan, too sees the
development as a welcome change.
“Both countries would benefit if

good relations are maintained. In
terms of trade, India can export
machinery and edibles like tea to
Pakistan that our neighbour is
currently buying from other countries
at a very high cost,” Khan said.
“We can only hope that our

relations with Pakistan would
improve. But in the past we have
seen that Pakistan does not stand by
its resolve for too long. So let’s not
be too enthusiastic this time around,”
said Mahmood Madani of Jamiat-
Ulema-e-Hind.
“But yes, the gesture of extending

an invite to the Pakistan prime
minister should be appreciated,” he
said.  

Indian Muslims elated over
Modi's gesture to Pakistan
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Fifty-eight percent of members
elected to the Lok Sabha this
time election are first-timers,

the highest in the last three decades.
A total of 315 parliamentarians

out of 543 have been elected for the
first time to the Lok Sabha.
This is the highest number of

first-time members in the Lok Sabha
in the last three decades. This number
includes those who might have been
members of the Rajya Sabha before,
but have been elected to the Lok
Sabha for the first time.
Of the 543 elected members, 226

(42 percent) have prior Lok Sabha
experience.
Ram Vilas Paswan from Bihar,

Kamal Nath from Madhya Pradesh
and P A Sangma from Meghalaya
have been elected for the ninth time.
Kariya Munda and Shibu Soren

from Jharkhand, Sumitra Mahajan
from Madhya Pradesh and Arjun

Charan from Odisha have been
elected for the eighth time.
Sumitra Mahajan also has the

distinction of being the woman
member with the most legislative
experience in the 16th Lok Sabha.
Of the 282 Bharatiya Janata Party

MPs, 116 (41 percent) have been
members before, while 165 (59
percent) have been elected for the
first time.
Of the 44 Congress members, 35

have been MPs before (80 percent).
The AIADMK has 34 first-timers (90
percent), Trinamool Congress has 19
(56 percent) while the Biju Janata
Dal has 12 (60 percent). 

Around 60 percent LS
members are first-timers

Of the 282 Bharatiya Janata
party Mps, 116 (41 %) have

been members before,
while 165 (59%) have been

elected for the first time

POLITICAL NEWS
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The average assets of MPs re-
elected to the 16th Lok Sabha
have almost doubled in the

last five years, a study has found.
Association for Democratic

Reforms analysed the affidavits of
165 of the total 168 re-elected MPs,
as three of them were
"unclear/incomplete" as posted on
the Election Commission's website,
and found that the average assets of
these MPs representing various
parties were Rs 5.38 crore in 2009
but have risen to Rs 12.78 crore in
2014.
Re-elected MPs of the Shiromani

Akali Dal saw the maximum rise in
their assets, which grew from Rs
31.75 crore to Rs 58.88 crore. MPs
of the Communist Party of India-

Marxist were ones whose assets grew
the least, from Rs 0.7 crore to Rs
0.78 crore.
Shatrughan Sinha of the

Bharatiya Janata Party topped the list
with his assets growing from Rs 15

crore in 2009 to Rs 131.74 crore. He
was followed by Pinaki Mishra of the
Biju Janata Dal and Supriya Sule of
the Nationalist Congress Party.
ADR also analysed the rise in

criminal cases as declared by these
re-elected MPs. Of the 165 re-elected
MPs, 71 declared criminal charges

against them and 13 of them showed
an increase in such charges in their
affidavits.
Twenty one MPs who had no

criminal charge against them in 2009
have disclosed such charges in 2014,
while nine MPs who declared
criminal charges in 2009 showed no
increase in 2014.
Ramashankar Katheria of the

BJP, who declared no criminal cases
in 2009, showed the maximum
increase in 2014 by announcing 21
criminal charges.
Raju Shetty of Swabhimani

Paksha, who won from Hatkanangle
constituency in Maharashtra, and
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, Congress
MP from Baharampur in West
Bengal, showed an increase of 12
criminal charges aagainst them in the
last five years. 

Assets of 165 re-elected
MPs doubled in five years

Shatrughan Sinha of the
BJp topped the list with his

assets growing from
Rs 15 crore in 2009 to

Rs 131.74 crore
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naRendRa MOdi BecOMeS pM
narendra Modi took oath as the 15th prime Minister of india on May
26 evening. in keeping with his “minimum government, maximum
governance” mantra, Modi opted for a lean team of 45 ministers —
23 cabinet Ministers, 10 Ministers of State with independent charge
and 12 Ministers of State. Heads and representatives of SaaRc
nations, who is who of the corporate india, film industry, and political
parties, attended the grand ceremony at the presidential palace.

POLITICAL NEWS



The News You Like | June 2014 19



The News You Like | June 201420

POLITICAL NEWS



The News You Like | June 2014 21



The News You Like | June 201422

naTiOn 
celeBRaTeS
The nation celebrated

narendra Modi becoming the 
prime Minister on May 26.  people 

from all walks of life danced, distributed
sweets and fired crackers to express their
happiness. How the nation awaited to see

Modi as the pM can be seen from the 
decisive mandate the voters had 

given him. Voters see in him an 
efficient administrator and 

protector of the nation.

POLITICAL NEWS
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About 25 years ago, a woman
school teacher plunged into
the Narmada river without

second thought and rescued two young
girl students who were drowning. The
teacher was 47 years old then. Patel's
act of bravery in 1987 won her many
national and state honours.
Today, at age 73, Anandiben Patel

has become Gujarat's first woman
chief minister, succeeding Narendra
Modi. Both Patel and Modi, 11 years
younger, studied at the N M High
School in Visnagar village in Mehsana
district.
Her elevation now is a far cry from

the days when she refused all
promotions at school as administrative
responsibilities in a senior post would
have deprived her of her passion --
teaching.
After her act of bravery, Patel was

coaxed by BJP activists to join politics.
It was finally her husband and RSS
functionary Mafatbhai Patel -- they
separated later -- who convinced her
into taking the political plunge.
She did that, reluctantly. A few

months later, the young Modi became
general secretary of the Gujarat
Bharatiya Janata Party and made her
the BJP women's wing president.
Partly due to Modi's backing and

partly because Gujarat had no other
woman leader from the powerful and
affluent Patel community, Patel's stars
were on the ascendant. She got a Rajya
Sabha nomination in 1994.
She quit the Rajya Sabha in 1998

to fight her first election in Gujarat --

Former teacher is
Gujarat's first woman CM

POLITICAL NEWS
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and has remained the longest serving
woman legislator in the state.
Over the years, Patel worked

under two chief ministers --
Keshubhai Patel and Modi. Patel has
handled the education portfolio and
virtually turned around the
department, and is presently handling
key ministries like revenue, urban
development, roads and buildings.
"Behind her soft exterior is a

tough and decisive woman who
knows exactly how to deal with the
bureaucracy and get work done
without any excuses or
compromises," said former journalist
Bashir Pathan, who has watched her
political career for two decades.

Even in her high school, she was
the only girl - and a good athlete -
among 700 boys students.
She went on to do masters in

science and education. A mother of
two, she is also known to do yoga
and pranayam regularly.
Over the years as minister and

four-time legislator, Patel earned the
confidence of Modi who made her
chairperson of a group of ministers
which ruled Gujarat after he was
declared the BJP's prime ministerial
candidate in September 2013 and
began remaining mostly away from
the state.
The farmer's daughter showed

dedication in running her

departments efficiently, besides
managing the show in Modi's near-
total absence from Gujarat.
Patel has earned laurels for

unprecedented enrolment in schools,
comprehensive land surveys and
digitization of all land records.
In the corridors of power in

Gujarat, most fear the soft-spoken
Anandi Ben as an alter ego to the
stern Narendra Bhai Modi.
Patel's early life was dedicated to

teaching at the M K Vidyalaya in
Ahmedabad, involving herself in
educating widows and poorer
sections, and promoting women's
self-help groups. As a minister, Patel
has toured the state extensively.  



The News You Like | June 201426

cid pROBe leaVeS
OuT Main culpRiTS

palem road accident case
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It may be recalled 45 innocent passengers including a pregnant woman,infant, three disabled members of a single family and 19 software engineers
were charred to death in the bus near Palem village in Mahabubnagar

district on October 30, 2010 due to human error.
The CID issued a lengthy press note boasting about its ‘great work’ in the

case in which it claimed that 10 accused were arrested and charge sheet was
filed on May 5 before the court in Mahabubnagar.
Among several things the CID claimed to have discovered during the

investigation include that the emergency exit doors were blocked by passenger
seats in violation of Central Motor Vehicle Rules. The press note said that the
operator added five seats in addition to the permitted capacity thereby blocking
the emergency exit doors.
It also said that the rear sofa, which was meant for the second driver to

sleep, was converted into seats to make more revenue by the owner/operators.
“Thus, the bus manufactures, (Volvo Buses India Ltd), the bus owners,
(Diwakar Road Lines) and the bus operator, (Jabbar Travels), have all made
the bus endangering to human life and intentionally erupted the personnel
safety of the passengers,” the press note said.
However, the CID officials did not bother to mention in its press note the

failure or to be more precise the connivance of the transport authority officials
with the operators/owners.
According to the rules, transport authority officials need to issue ‘Fitness

Certificate’ (FC) after thorough inspection of the bus when it is produced for
renewal of the fitness every year. During such inspection, the transport officials
are bound to inspect whether there are any violations.
It appears the transport officials did not bother to reject FC for the killer

bus despite so many violations as discovered by the CID. Yet, the CID officials
did not recommend any action against the transport officials concerned, who
were mainly responsible for the accident.
Instead, it arrested and sent only small time people to prison, while

influential people were allowed to get bail without going behind the bars.
Further, the CID seems to have ignored the aspects of rampant corruption and
malpractices going on in transport department. Families of the victims see the
CID report just as an eye wash measure than a comprehensive investigative
report. 

More than seven-month long thorough investigation
of the crime investigation department (cid) into
the ghastly road accident involving the Volvo bus
owned by diwakar Roadlines appears to have
exonerated the main culprits – the officials of the
transport authority – who gave clearances for the
bus after a ‘mockery of inspection’.
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Violations by private bus
operators go unchecked

Violations by the private bus operators remain unchecked even after the
worst-ever road accident involving Volvo bus. As many as 45 people including

an infant were charred to death while seven others including the bus crew
managed to escape with injuries. 

COVER STORY
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The bus, originally owned by J
C Diwakar Reddy, but
operated by Jabbar Travels,

hit the edge of a culvert on NH 44
near Palem Village in Mahbubnagar
district around 4.55 am on October
30 while on its way from Bangalore
to Hyderabad. A railing on the
culvert pierced the bus due to which
the fuel tank was damaged sparking

off the fire. Analysts say the loss to
lives would have been minimum had
the operators not loaded the luggage
chamber with goods which resulted
in quick spread of fire. They say that
the private bus operators have been
violating the rules and using the
passenger buses as goods carriers
putting thousands of lives at peril.
What is more shocking is that

none of these private buses has
permission to operate as ‘stage
carrier’ which means they cannot sell
tickets and ferry them like the RTC
buses. The private buses merely have
the ‘contract carriage’ license
according to which they have to enter
into a contract with a group of people
and ferry them to a particular place
or places as accepted in the contract,
sources said.
However, the private bus

operators are openly selling tickets
through their offices and also through
online. The buses carry huge
advertisements announcing that
tickets for travel could be booked
through their website. This in itself is
a violation, sources said.
Further, the private bus operators

are interested more in transporting
goods than the passengers since it
fetches them good money. Most
business people use private buses to
transport their goods in these buses
to evade tax, sources said.

The commercial taxes officials
responsible for overseeing whether
taxes were paid for the goods being
transported in private buses turn a
blind eye to the violations. The Road
Transport Authority officials
responsible for preventing the private
bus operators from turning the
passenger buses into goods transport
vehicles day in and day out are
allegedly blinded because of the
bribes paid by the operators, while
the traffic police is happy imposing
fine on the buses every day for
parking the buses on the roads.
Now, the CID has said in its note

that the operators/owners have added
more seats in violation of the CMV
Rules. 
This is not limited to the bus that

was involved in the accident. This is
common for all the private buses,
particularly Volvo buses.
Unfortunately, the investigations

into the accident seem to be going in
some other direction without
addressing the basic issues involved
so that such accidents could be
prevented in future.
It is time all the three departments

– RTA, Commercial Taxes and
Traffic police – launch a coordinated
and sustained drive to prevent
violations by private bus operators
and ensure the safety of the
passengers. 
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Seven women took oath on
May 26 as ministers in the
Narendra Modi government.

Sushma Swaraj, the external affairs
minister, is a CCS member.
The prime minister, and

ministers of home, defence, finance
and external affairs constitute the
CCS.
Najma Heptulla (74), a Rajya

Sabha member since 1980, is the
eldest woman minister while
actress-turned-politician Smriti Irani
(38) is the youngest in the cabinet.
Heptulla, BJP's Rajya Sabha MP
from Madhya Pradesh, was also
Modi's lone Muslim face.
Uma Bharati, Maneka Gandhi

and Shiromani Akali Dal's
Harsimrat Kaur Badal are the other
women cabinet ministers.
Besides the six cabinet

ministers, BJP's Nirmala
Sitharaman took oath as minister of
state with independent charge.
Seetharaman, who is not an MP, has
to secure either a Lok Sabha seat or
a Rajya Sabha membership within
six months to continue in office.
Harsimrat Kaur Badal (48), the

Akali Dal MP from Bathinda, is the
lone woman from an ally to be
sworn-in as a cabinet minister.
In the outgoing Manmohan

Singh government, there were just
seven women out of 71 ministers
and only two - Girija Vyas and
Chandresh Katoch - were in the
cabinet.
The number of women ministers

may increase as Modi is expected to
expand the cabinet soon.
If more women come in, it

would be icing on the cake as the
16th Lok Sabha has the highest
number of women members - 61 -
in Lok Sabha history. The Rajya
Sabha has 29 women members. 

Seven women in Modi's
council of ministers

WOMEN POWER
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Having an erectile dysfunction
and too embarrassed to
consult a doctor? You may

find buying Viagra online an easy
option but those may be fake.
To deal with the problem of

counterfeit drugs, most of which are
erectile dysfunction drugs like
Viagra, researchers have now
developed an efficient technique that
can detect fake drugs in just 10
minutes.
"Our analysis takes 10 minutes

whereas previously, it took up to 50,"

said Philippe Lebel of University of
Montreal in Canada.
"In addition, our method

identifies compounds that were not
identified before, even in low
concentrations," Lebel noted.
Rather, “using a scanning

technique, it also detects non-
targeted compounds, some of them
new synthetic analogs of the active
ingredient”, Alexandra Furtos from
University of Montreal said.
This is the

originality of the
method, Furtos
emphasised.

Using a highly-specialised
equipment, researchers developed an
analytical method to detect the 80
substances that may be substituted
for the active ingredients in the three
erectile dysfunction drugs on the
market: Viagra, Cialis and Levitra.
Thirty pharmaceutical and

natural products, some of which were
seized at the Canadian border, were
then analysed to test and prove the
potential of the new method. The
findings appeared in the Journal of

Chromatography. 

How to detect fake
Viagra in flat 10 minutes!

GLOBAL NEWS
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Cyberspace was abuzz with
gratitude to the Indian
government for inviting

Tibetan prime minister-in-exile
Lobsang Sangay to the swearing-in
ceremony of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi.
Tsering Dorjee, a Facebook

friend and Sangay's admirer, wrote:
"wow for the first time India did
something. Thank you BJP".
"Thank you Modi-ji in the BJP

for your respect to exile Tibetan
government," wrote another friend
Tashi Dorjee.
Sangay, the democratically

elected leader and the political
successor to Tibetan spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama, was specially invited
to attend the impressive swearing-in
ceremony, his aide told a news
agency.
India is home to the Dalai Lama

and some 1 lakh Tibetan exiles. The
Dalai Lama is based in this northern
hill town.
"Honorable Sikyong (political

leader) attended the swearing in
ceremony of Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as an honored guest
of the Bharatiya Janata Party," says
Sangay's Facebook page.
Tenzin Gompo wrote: "I saw

Sikyong on TV. He just sat behind
Mr L.K. Advani and beside to Mr
Akhilesh Yadav, chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh. Sikyong was also a
honoured guest."
"Wow it's great honour to our

Sikyong and Tibetan government in

exile Jai Tibet, Jai Hind," said Pema
Cescten.
Tashi Stobgyas wrote: "Thank

you India for your respect towards
Tibet."
"Yes, for a very short fleeting

moment I saw someone like our
Sikyong among the guests, but the
clip was not repeated. So I was not
sure. Now I am convinced," said
Dawa Dhargye.
Sangay took over the reins of the

exile government in August 2011
from 74-year-old monk scholar

Samdhong Rinpoche, who held the
post for the past 10 years.
With the Dalai Lama stepping

down from diplomacy and active
politics, the elected leader of Tibetan
people has acquired added stature.
The Dalai Lama, a Nobel

laureate, has lived in India since
1959 when he fled his homeland
after a failed uprising against the
Communist rule.
The Tibetan government-in-exile

is based here but is not recognised by
any country, including India.  

Tibetans thrilled over
Modi invite to PM-in-exile

ASIA NEWS
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Actress Regina is happier
these days. Already full of
offers, this beauty is now

looking forward to work with star
actors.
Industry sources said she was in

the league of small actresses so far.
But it appears luck is in her favour
now and is getting good offers with
established actresses concentrating
on Bollywood and other languages.
According to sources, she signed

at least half a dozen movies after her
successful ‘Kotha Janta’. Grapevine
is that the actress has not been
showing any interest towards small
projects. Sources cite the examples
of two projects she refused to work
with.
It is said Regina refused to work

with Santhanam in Tamil and Sunil
in Telugu following her ‘Kotha
Janta’ success. Currently she is
working with Ravi Teja in ‘Power’
and hopes to achieve stardom with
her upcoming movie.
Since she did an intimate lip-lock

in ‘Raa Raa Krishnaiah’ with
Sandeep Kishan, film makers are
interested to rope her in for their next
projects, sources said. 

ReGina
iS On a
HiGH

TINSEL TOWN
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Former adult star Sunny Leone has turned into
a sultry princess in her next film titled ‘Leela’.

The movie is produced by Bhushan Kumar,
Ahmed and Shaira Khan.
Sunny's first look in a skimpy outfit released

online has already created frenzy among her fans
with her nose ring being the highlight of her royal
avatar.
Directed and written by Bobby Khan, this

movie is a nine-song musical and Sunny will be
seen in a new makeover. The film is about a
princess, passionately in love with a commoner.

The film will be shot extensively in Rajasthan and
London. Producer Bhushan Kumar of T-Series
said: "We are very excited for the project. It has an
outstanding script."
It's a collaboration between producers - music

head honcho Bhushan Kumar and ace
choreographer Ahmed Khan. The two have got
together for the musical extravaganza.
"It will be a very enthusiastic journey

producing a dance musical with Sunny as the
female lead as she is a beautiful actress and we will
get to present her in a new way. Despite the
criticism, Sunny has created a name for herself in
India," said producer Ahmed Khan. 

Sunny to play
a princess

TINSEL TOWN
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Actress Raashi Khanna, who is making her
Telugu debut in upcoming romantic-comedy
"Oohalu Gusagusalade", says the

experience of working in a new industry helped
her grow as an actor as well as person.
"My journey of working in Telugu

filmdom has helped me grow as an actor and
person. I think it's very important to grow as a
person from the experiences you encounter in
life. I believe I have realised this while working
in this film," Raashi said.
"I also learnt the technicality of acting but

growing as a person was most important for
me and I will cherish it," she added.
Raashi, the ‘Madras Café’ fame felt

respected working on the film, which features
a team of first-timers.
"The overall experience has been great and

I was respected by my team. Since most of us were
first-timers, we worked with a lot of passion.
Moreover, my director believed in me since the first
day and that helped me personally to perform better,"
she said. Raashi plays a character called Prabhavati in
the film and transforming into it was her biggest
challenge.
"I play a very strong-headed woman who is

egoistic. She has shades of grey and she's not typical.
There was a time when I wouldn't connect to the
character and my director would remind me of the
shades of grey in the character. It's very different from
who I am as a person," Raashi said.
"The biggest challenge was to convince myself

that I could transform into Prabhavati. While
rehearsing and shooting, I felt like watching myself
acting but when I finally saw the film I saw my
character come alive on screen. All credit goes to my
director," she added.
Directed by Srinivasa Avasarala, "Oohalu

Gusagusalade" features Nag Shourya in the lead. It is
produced by Sai Korrapati. 

I feel respected
while working in
Oohalu
Gusagudalade
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Actress Anushka Shetty
might get married next year.

Grapevine is that her family is
trying to convince the actress
for the marriage.

Anushka, who achieved
stardom in Southern film circuit,
is currently busy with several
projects. She is flying between

Chennai and Hyderabad to
attend the shootings.

Industry sources said the
sultry actress is working for
Baahubali, Rudramadevi in
Telugu, and two projects with
Ajith and Rajnikanth in Tamil. All
the four are big projects and
Anushka has little time to
breathe. 

In this backdrop, it is said her

family is calling her regularly
over phone and trying to
convince her for the marriage.
Her family contention is that the
actress should marry when her
career is at peek.

The spicy actress is also
learnt to have agreed for the
proposal but told her family that
she would marry only after
completing the projects on
hand. If this is true, Anushka
might give out her wedding
plans early next year. 

anuSHKa TO MaRRy SOOn

TINSEL TOWN
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In a step towards reducing carbonfootprint,
The Energy and Resource

Institute (TERI) in collaboration
with the Jindal Stainless, launched a
smokeless stainless steel stove, in a
step towards reducing carbon
footprint. The stove ensures high
reduction in toxic emissions during
cooking.
The stove made up of mix of 200

and 300 series stainless steel has
longer life and better corrosion
resistance in an adverse village

environment, a release said.
It has been designed for efficient

consumption of the calorific value of
the input bio fuel, thereby reducing
the cooking time, the release said.
According to the World Health

Organisation (WHO), almost two

million people die globally every
year due to the indoor air pollution
caused by solid fuel use.
Over 60 percent of households in

India depend upon biomass as fuel
for cooking and women and children
get regularly exposed to the health
risks arising from inhaling toxic
fumes released during inefficient
burning of biomass fuels, it said.
Speaking at the event, L.K.

Singhal, R&D head at Jindal
Stainless Ltd., said: "This
revolutionary stove will play a major
role in ensuring a better environment
for our communities." 

THE NEWS BUREAU

Walking 6,000 or more steps
per day may protect people

with or at risk of knee osteoarthritis
(OA) from developing mobility
issues such as difficulty in getting
up from a chair and climbing stairs,
a study shows.
"Walking reduces risk of

functional limitation associated
with knee osteoarthritis (OA)," said
Daniel White from Sargent College
at Boston University in
Massachusetts, US.
"We tried to find out how much

daily walking is needed to minimise
risk of developing problems with
mobility in people with knee OA,"
White added.
For the study, researchers

measured daily steps taken by 1,788
people with or at risk for knee OA.
Walking was measured with a

monitor over seven days and
functional limitation evaluated two
years later.
Walking an additional 1,000

steps each was associated with
between a 16 percent to 18 percent
reduction in incident functional
limitation two years later. Walking
less than 6,000 steps daily was the
best threshold for identifying those
who developed functional
limitation.
"We encourage those with or at

risk of knee OA to walk at least
3,000 or more steps each day, and
ultimately progress to 6,000 steps
daily to minimise the risk of
developing difficulty with
mobility," White suggested.
The study was published in the

journal Arthritis Care & Research. 

6,000 steps a day keeps
knee problems at bay

Stove to reduce toxic emission launched
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It is not only the sperm of menbut mothers may also influence
the sex of her offspring. A

significant study has now revealed
that the reproductive system of
female pigs can recognise the sex of
the sperm.
"What this shows is that mothers

are able to differentiate between the
sperm that makes boys and girls,”
said Alireza Fazeli, a professor at
University of Sheffield.
In lab experiments on pigs,

researchers found that the

reproductive systems of female pigs
recognise whether a sperm will
produce a boy or a girl before it
reaches and fertilises the egg, and
their oviduct (fallopian tubes)
change in response.
Different genes are active in

female pigs' reproductive system
cells in experimental conditions
when all X (female) or all Y (male)
sperm are present, the findings
showed.
To find out whether females can

differentiate between female and
male sperm, they inseminated
female pigs with sperm that was

either all X or all Y.
They then analysed the pig

oviduct gene expression - the genes
that were switched on in the oviduct
cells.
They found that 501 genes

consistently produced proteins in
differing amounts depending on
whether X or Y sperm was present.
If females can recognise the sex

of sperm and change in response,
they might be able to create an
environment that favours boys or
girls, researchers indicated.
The study appeared in the

journal BMC Genomics. 
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Here is good news for red wine lovers. According to new
research, red wine, as well as grape seed extract, could
potentially help prevent cavities - and your visit to the

dentist too!
This discovery could lead to the development of

natural products that ward off dental diseases with
fewer side-effects. To prove their point, researchers
grew cultures of bacteria responsible for dental
diseases as a biofilm.
They dipped the biofilms for a couple of minutes

in different liquids -- red wine, red wine without the
alcohol, red wine spiked with grape seed extract, and
water and 12 percent ethanol -- for comparison.
“Red wine with or without alcohol and wine with

grape seed extract were the most effective at getting rid
of the bacteria,” said lead author M. Victoria Moreno-
Arribas, an authority on wine chemistry from Spain.
Cavities, periodontal disease and tooth loss affect an

estimated 60 to 90 percent of the global population.
The problems start when certain bacteria in the mouth get

together and form biofilms, which are communities of bacteria that
are difficult to kill. Previous research has suggested that polyphenols,
grape seed extract and wine can slow bacterial growth, said the study
that appeared in the Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry. 

Red wine can fight cavities

Mothers may recognise sex of sperm: Study
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Of late, Hyderabad police are recovering from criminals
and migrant workers sophisticated guns. Police officers
are worried over the quality of these country made

weapons because of their fine craftsmanship and exact
imitation of the branded guns.
Law enforcement agencies are more worried because the

country made weapons are now being used terrorist outfit
Indian Mujahideen (IM) and the guns are easily available.
The fine quality guns, now inscribed with the words ‘made

in USA or made in Germany’, are produced in large numbers
in Munger district of Bihar. The illegal firearms industry at
Munger is said to be older than a century.
Earlier, criminals from Delhi, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,

Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal used these guns. However,
these guns are now reaching almost every part of the country
and also Bangla Desh. Also, terrorist organizations like Indian
Mujahideen and Maoist outfits are using these weapons.  
IMs co-founder Yasin Bhatkal disclosed to the interrogators

that its operatives use guns made in Munger.
Arms are manufactured illegally in other parts of the

country but what makes the "Munger" variety hot is the
reliability factor - criminals who use them can be sure they
won't blow up in their faces or misfire, the officer said, adding
that in terms of cost, they are roughly 50 percent cheaper than
the original.
An officer of the Delhi Police Special Cell said that almost

every house in Munger has a gun manufacturing unit. The
special had to launch ‘Operation Munger’ two years ago to
specially focus on the infamous district.
Yet, hundreds of guns made in Munger are caught every

year in different parts of the country. It has now become a
menace for Telangana and Andhra Pradesh since thousands of
migrant workers from Bihar work in these parts and some of
them are smuggling the guns to sell them to criminals here to
make quick bucks.
There are some criminal gangs which have established

contacts with gun runners and smuggling the guns made in
Munger and selling them to criminals. In this background,
shocking news came from Delhi wherein police seized AK-47
assault rifles made in Munger.
Police officials were shell-shocked due to the weapons fine

craftsmanship and quality. "This is for the first time since we
started operation Munger that improvised AK-47 rifles have
been recovered. The craftsmanship was flawless and the rifles
were exact copies of the original," a top official of the Special
Cell told reporters.
It is time senior police officers of all the states device and

joint plan to curb the growing menace. 

MunGeR
GunS wORRy

cOpS
acROSS THe

cOunTRy

COPS & CROOKS
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Shocking it may sound, but it is
true. As many as six rapes and
14 molestation cases have been

reported every day in the first four
months of 2014 in the national capital,
according to Delhi Police statistics.
According to the data compiled by

the Delhi Police, 616 rapes and 1,336
molestation cases were registered
between January 1 and April 30 this
year - a 36 percent increase in rape
cases compared to around 450 cases
registered in the corresponding period
last year.

Police said over 89 percent cases
of rape and molestation reported in the
first four months have been solved
and the accused have been arrested.
In 2013, a total of 1,559 rape and

3,347 molestation cases were
registered as compared to 680 rape
and 653 incidents of molestation in
2012.

Additional Commissioner of
Police, Crime Branch, Ashok Chand
said the increase in the number of
cases against women is due to police
following the "zero tolerance policy".
"Every case against women is being
registered on priority basis," he told
reporters.
According to the National Crime

Records Bureau (NCRB), Delhi
registered highest 568 cases of rape in
the country followed by 218 in
Mumbai in 2011.
Delhi, which earned the infamous

tag of 'rape capital', saw street
campaigns, especially by the young,
in 2012 after a 23-year-old
physiotherapy intern was gang raped
by six people, including a minor, and
died later of grievous injuries.
Following the shocking incident,

Delhi Police took several steps to
ensure safety of women.
Another senior police officer said

that in 90 percent of cases, people

known to the victims were
involved, while a small
percentage was committed
by strangers.
"In most of the rape and

molestation cases, the
accused were known to the
victim and this makes
prevention of such crimes
comparatively more
difficult," the officer, who
did not want to be identified,
said.
"A special police unit for

women and children (SPUWAC) is
already in place to handle women-
related cases in all 11 police districts,"
Delhi Police for women's safety,
Additional Deputy Commissioner of
Police Varsha Sharma said.
"Training in self defence for girl

students in schools and colleges are
also held on a regular basis. Gender
sensitization programmes are
organised for police personnel. At
least 860 police personnel attended
the programme organised by
SPUWAC this year," she said.
Apart from this, a mobile women

police team is available 24x7 to
provide support services to women in
distress. "On an average, 30 calls are
received daily by this unit," said the
officer.
A total of 11, 439 calls were

referred to the mobile women police
team this year till April 30 and all calls
were received and attended by this
unit. 

Six rapes a day in
the national capital

COPS & CROOKS
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The arrest of Amway India
managing director and CEO,
William S Pinckney in the last

week of May by the Andhra Pradesh
police has evoked strong
condemnation from the direct-selling
firm and the industry body FICCI.

A team of police officials from
Kurnool district arrested him on May
26 from the company headquarters in
Gurgaon following a consumer
complaint against the firm.
According to police, a case was

booked against Pinckney in Kurnool
for unethical circulation of money.
Police said several criminal cases

were booked against Amway in
Guntur, Vijayawada, Prakasam,
Medak, Hyderabad and Cyberabad
and investigations were on against the
company.
The Crime Investigation

Department (CID) had booked a
criminal case against Amway in
2006. The CID had filed a charge

Arrest of
Amway India
CEO evokes
condemnation William S Pinckney,

CEO, Amway India



The News You Like | June 201448

sheet against the company and the
same was taken cognizance by the
chief metropolitan magistrate's court
at Nampally.
According to a statement released

by police, the Andhra Pradesh High
Court in 2007 had declared the
Amway scheme as illegal under the
Prize Chits and Money Circulation
Schemes (Banning) Act, 1978. The
Supreme Court had upheld the same.
The home department in 2008 had

restrained Amway from issuing
advertisements and directed police to
confiscate the material.
A police official pointed out that

Enforcement Directorate also
registered a case against Amway
under the Foreign Exchange
Management Act, 1999 and the
matter is under investigation. Last
year, Kerala Police had arrested the
Amway CEO and a court had sent
him to judicial custody.
Meanwhile, Amway has

expressed shock over the
"unwarranted detention" of its
official. "The case against which the
action has been taken was filed in
December 2013. The company had
no prior information on the same. The
allegations mentioned in the FIR are
frivolous and gives a misleading
impression about our
business," a company
statement said.
Amway said that

as a law abiding
corporate, it always
cooperated in
investigations, and
has been responsive
to queries and
documentation.
"Due to the lack

of a legal framework
for the direct selling
industry, any case
filed is being
misinterpreted and

booked under the Prize Chits and
Money Circulation Schemes
(Banning) Act 1978 (PCMCS), which
is otherwise intended to regulate
financial schemes," it said.
"The direct selling industry has

been repeatedly seeking an
amendment to the PCMCS Act and
has been working along with various
industry bodies and government for
the same. We urge the authorities to
take note of the challenges faced by
this industry and give us clarity to
facilitate its smooth functioning," the
company statement added.
Amway claimed that it is a

legitimate direct selling FMCG
organization operating in the country
since 1998, selling more than 140
high quality products. It has made an
investment of more than $100 million
in a manufacturing facility in the
country.
Meanwhile, FICCI condemned

the arrest. "This move has been
initiated by a consumer complaint
and could have been easily addressed
as a consumer redressal since there
was no criminality involved," the
industry body said in a statement.
FICCI called for a clear and

independent regulatory framework
for the direct selling
industry in India, urging
the authorities to take
note of the challenges
faced by this sector and
give clarity to facilitate
a clear distinction
between fly by night
operators and legitimate
businesses.
"This uncalled for

action might also have
an adverse impact on
India-US business
relationships," said its
secretary-general A
Didar Singh. 

COPS & CROOKS



The News You Like | June 2014 49

The News Bureau

Soon, Google CCTV cameras may
secure your house from intruders.
The multinational corporation is

reportedly planning to buy home
security camera firm Dropcam.

San Francisco-based Dropcam offers
a $150 internet-connected camera. The
camera is controlled from a special app.
Using the special app, users can see live
feeds, zoom and record footage.

It also has a night vision mode, two-
way talk back and digital zoom, said a
report on tech blog The Information.

“Google’s Nest division is plotting a
move into the home-security market

and has considered acquiring connected
camera-maker Dropcam to accelerate
the push, according to several people
close to Google,” the blog reported.

Google has recently bought a
thermostat company Nest. The Google
move comes as Apple is preparing to
turn the iPad into a universal 'home
remote' that could control everything
from TVs to washing machines and
lights, the blog claimed. 

Google to safeguard
your home soon
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Russia is developing a
national programme of
manned space explorations

which will replace the International
Space Station (ISS) programme after
2020, the Russian federal space
agency, Roscosmos, said.
"The development of the national

strategy of manned spaceflight is
under way now. Along with the
Russian Academy of Sciences and
the industrial sector, we are

preparing a certain concept beyond
the ISS," Roscosmos Deputy Chief
Sergei Savelyev told reporters at the
18th St Petersburg International
Economic Forum.
China and the European Space

Agency, he added, were seen as the
potential partners in the new
strategy, but the key role would
belong to Russia, according to
Xinhua.
Russian Deputy Prime Minister

Dmitry Rogozin, who is in charge of
space and defence sectors, said

earlier in the week that Moscow had
no plans to extend the operation of
the ISS beyond 2020, though the US
had proposed to extend ISS
cooperation past that year.
On Tuesday, Rogozin also

threatened that from June 1 Moscow
would shut down 11 US global
positioning system (GPS) base
stations on Russian territory in
response to Washington's anti-Russia
sanctions and its refusal to plant
Russian Glonass ground base
stations on US territory. 

RuSSia deVelOpinG Manned
Space pROGRaMMe TO Replace iSS
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Sanjam Garg, a graduate of the
Indian Institute of Technology,
Delhi, has won the 2013

Doctoral Dissertation Award for
developing a technique to protect
against cyber attacks.
He will receive the award

presented by the Association for
Computing Machinery (ACM) and
its $20,000 prize at the annual ACM
awards banquet on June 21, in San
Francisco. Financial sponsorship of
the award is provided by Google Inc.
According to ACM, the innovator

of breakthrough cryptography
technology won the award for

developing tools that enable the first
secure solution to the problem of
making computer programme code
"unintelligible" while preserving its
functionality.
This problem, known as software

obfuscation, conceals the
programme's purpose or its logic in
order to prevent tampering, deter
reverse engineering, or as a challenge
to readers of the source code.
Garg's "approach makes it

impossible to reverse-engineer the
obfuscated software without solving
mathematical problems that could
take hundreds of years to work out on
today's computers," ACM said.
Garg, a Josef Raviv Memorial

Postdoctoral Fellow at IBM T.J.
Watson Research Centre, completed
his dissertation at the University of
California, Los Angeles, which
nominated him.
In his dissertation "Candidate

Multilinear Maps," Garg described
new mathematical tools that serve as
key ingredients for transforming a
program into a "jigsaw puzzle" of
encrypted pieces. Corresponding to
each input is a unique set of puzzle
pieces that, when assembled, reveal
the output of the programme. Security
of the obfuscated programme hinges
on the fact that illegitimate
combinations of the puzzle pieces do
not reveal anything. 

IIT Delhi graduate
develops tools to
counter cyber attacks
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More than 70 percent of
healthcare in India is
provided by corporate

houses as a result of which poor
people are not able to afford the
high cost of medical care provided
by private hospitals, health experts
have said.
"Corporates give good

healthcare but charge a lot of
money," M.V. Padma Srivastava of
the department of neurology at the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) said at a seminar
at the India International Centre.
"Seventy percent of healthcare

at present is given by corporates.
Only 30 percent can afford it. So
the others, that is the poor, cannot
go anywhere," she said.
"Doesn't this need soul

searching within our policy
experts," Srivastava questioned.
The seminar 'High Stakes of the

Withdrawal of the state from
Healthcare' discussed the role of
state in providing healthcare to the
people of the country.
Srivastava observed that:

"Health is not a luxury, it cannot be
bartered. It has to be the state's
responsibility".
Agreeing with her that more

than 70 percent of healthcare in
India was provided by corporate
houses, Manoj Kumar Singh,
senior pathologist at AIIMS said:
"There are only 11 countries in the
world which have lesser investment
in healthcare than India. Every
other country has more
investment".
"There are only 12 countries

across the world which have more

spending on private healthcare than
India," he added.
Singh said that government

servants and many of the policy
makers seem to have insulated
themselves from state health care
by going to private hospitals for
treatment.
"Government after government

has not made strong policies on
healthcare," he said.
According to Ramgopal

Agrawal, former chief economist
World Bank Mission, India would
become a high-income country by
2050 and all high income countries
have high human development
indices.
"Healthcare is a critical element

of sustained growth. Unless we
have a good healthcare system we
cannot achieve high income," he
said. 

Only 30% can afford
healthcare in India
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If you often feel sleepy during theday, chances are that your bones
may be fragile. Researchers have
found that orexin proteins - blamed
for spontaneous daytime sleepiness
- also play a crucial role in bone
formation.
In lab experiments, mice

lacking orexins were found to have
very thin and fragile bones that
break easily because they have
fewer cells called osteoblasts -
responsible for building bones.
The findings could potentially give
rise to new treatments for
osteoporosis.
"Osteoporosis is highly

prevalent, especially among post-
menopausal women. We hope to
take advantage of the already
available orexin-targeting small

molecules to potentially treat
osteoporosis," said Yihong Wan, an
assistant professor at University of
Texas' Southwestern Medical
Center in the US.
Orexins seem to play a dual role

in the process: they both promote
and block bone formation. On the
bones themselves, orexins interact
with another protein, orexin
receptor 1 (OX1R) that decreases
the levels of hunger hormone
ghrelin.
This slows down the production

of new osteoblasts and, therefore,
blocks bone
formation locally.
At the same time,
orexins interact
with orexin
receptor 2 (OX2R)
in the brain.
In this case, the

interaction reduces the circulating
levels of leptin, a hormone known
to decrease bone mass, and,
thereby, promotes bone formation.
"Therefore, osteoporosis

prevention and treatment may be
achieved by either inhibiting OX1R
or activating OX2R," Wan added.
The study appeared in the journal
Cell Metabolism. 

Feeling drowsy?
Check your bones
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People doing desk jobs, particularly those who
work with computers, have more than one
disadvantage that affects their health. If you

have gained extra waistline, do not get enough
sunlight for your bones and strain your eyes in front
of a computer screen, you have all reasons to
complain about your desk job.
In a latest survey, over 50 percent of employees

who are deskbound said that they do not get enough
physical activity. Also, staring at a computer screen
for most of the day and being stuck inside are the
biggest disadvantages of having a desk job.
Nearly half of employees surveyed gained weight

in their current position compared to 30 percent of
workers in non-desk jobs.

“Overall, 58 percent of workers in desk jobs
categorise themselves as overweight compared to 51

percent of their peers in non-desk jobs,” said the
survey from a leading job portal, CareerBuilder.
The study was based on a survey of 2,095

employees who typically work behind a desk and
1,102 people who do not work behind a desk.
Additionally, 24 percent said they do not like

working at a desk because there is not enough variety
in their work. While 23 percent said there are too
many distractions like disruptions from co-workers.
However, there are some positive sides too.

Employees who work in desk jobs reported earning
higher salaries. Desk employees also have access to
technology and opportunity to communicate with
bosses easily, the survey added.
For someone in non-desk job, not being informed

about new company developments, having less
chance for upward mobility and fewer face-to-face
interactions with company leaders and peers are the
disadvantages. 

deSK JOBS MaKe peOple
Gain weiGHT: SuRVey
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In an alarming find, scientistshave discovered that the collapse
of West Antarctic ice sheet - that

holds enough water to raise global
seas by several feet - has already
begun.
The fast-moving Thwaites

Glacier will likely disappear in a
matter of centuries, researchers say,
raising sea level by nearly two feet.
That glacier also acts as a

lynchpin on the rest of the ice sheet,
which contains enough ice to cause
another 10 to 13 feet (3 to 4 metres)
of global sea level rise.

“There has been a lot of
speculation about the stability of
marine ice sheets, and many
scientists suspected that this kind of
behaviour is under way,” said Ian
Joughin, a glaciologist at the
University of Washington's applied

physics laboratory. This study
provides a more quantitative idea of
the rates at which the collapse could
take place.
The researchers used detailed

topography maps and computer
modelling to show that the collapse
appears to have already begun.
The good news is that while the

word "collapse" implies a sudden
change, the fastest scenario is 200
years, and the longest is more than
1,000 years. The bad news is that
such a collapse may be inevitable.
“In our model simulations, it

looks like all the feedbacks tend to
point toward it actually accelerating
over time; there is no real stabilising
mechanism we can see,” Joughin
noted.
The new study used airborne

radar, developed at the University of
Kansas with funding from the
National Science Foundation, to

image through the thick ice and map
the topography of the underlying
bedrock. The researchers combined
that data with their own satellite
measurements of ice surface speeds.
Their computer model was able to
reproduce the glacier's ice loss
during the past 18 years.
Results show that as the ice edge

retreats into the deeper part of the
bay, the ice face will become steeper
and, like a towering pile of sand, the
fluid glacier will become less stable
and collapse out towards the sea.

“Once it really gets past this
shallow part, it's going to start to lose
ice very rapidly,” Joughin added.
More emissions would lead to

more melting and faster collapse, but
other factors make it hard to predict
how much time we could buy under
different scenarios, the researchers
noted in the study published in the
journal Science. 

Antarctic ice sheet
collapse begins
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ADelhi court pulled up the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) for not

probing "crucial aspects" regarding
the alleged roles of government
officials in allocating coal blocks to
a Hyderabad-based company, which
was charge sheeted in the case.
Additional Chief Metropolitan

Magistrate Gaurav Rao directed the
investigating officer (IO) of the case
to conclude the probe and file a
"detailed report" by next date of
hearing which he listed as August 30.
The court was hearing a case

against the Hyderabad-based private
company Navbharat Power and its
managing director and vice chairman
Harishchandra Prasad and its
chairman P Trivikrama Prasad in the
alleged wrongful allocation of coal
blocks.

Navbharat Power and its
directors were charge sheeted in the
case on March 10 by the CBI under
various offences dealing with
cheating and criminal conspiracy.
Observing that the probe in the

case was still pending, the court said:
"Accordingly, in view of my above
observations, the IO of the case is
directed to expedite the investigation
as taking cognisance/summoning of
the accused persons at this stage
when the investigation is still
pending on material aspects will be
nothing short of mockery."
"Piecemeal cognisance cannot be

taken more so when crucial aspect of
the investigation still remains and
important chain/ link of the
conspiracy remains to be unearthed,"
it added.
The court also pulled up the IO

saying either he was "deliberately
hesitant" to probe the case in terms

of Central Vigilance Commission's
(CVC) reference or he was "unaware
of basic aspects of investigation
despite immense experience and
expertise at his disposal which he
ought to have on account of his
tenure in the service". The court
observed that it was not inclined to
summon the accused in the case.
The CBI has alleged in its FIR

that to "embellish its claim for
allocation of coal blocks",
Navabharat Power Pvt. Ltd. had
"fraudulently" claimed it had the
required net worth to get the
coalmines. 
The agency has added that its

inquiry also revealed that officials of
the coal ministry in pursuance of
criminal conspiracy, wilfully and
purposefully, did not scrutinise the
documents regarding the false
claims/concealment of facts by the
company. 

Court slams CBI for improper
probe in coal block case
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Meeting aliens
possible in 20 years
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There could be life on at least
half-a-dozen other worlds -
besides the Earth - and it

may take 20 more years to find
them, astronomers have
announced.

“At least a half-dozen other
worlds that might have life are in
our solar system,” Seth Shostak,
senior astronomer with the
California-based SETI Institute in
the US, was quoted as saying in
media reports.

“The chances of finding it, I
think, are good and if that happens,

it will happen in the next 20 years,
depending on the financing,”
Shostak added.
He shared his findings at a

Congressional science committee
recently. Currently, scientists are
following three paths in their
search for alien life in the universe.
Prominent among them has

been the search for life on Mars and
the Moon. To look for signs of life
on distant planets, some scientists
have focused on scanning the
atmosphere of these planets with
the hope of finding signs of oxygen
or methane, gases which are mostly
tied to life on earth.

The third path has been the
search for technologically
advanced aliens that are sending
radio or other signals out into
space, Discovery News reported.

“The fact that we have not
found anything means nothing. We
have only just begun to search,”
Shostak added. 
A new e-book from NASA also

discusses whether it might be
simpler than expected to
communicate with aliens, should
they ever make contact. Scientists
say communicating with alien life
may be similar to using the Rosetta
Stone to crack ancient languages. 
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Spirituality is being used by
many to make name and
money. It has become a

business. Compare this to the past,
the two original texts, the Vedas and
Upanishads, did not even name the
few hundred authors who were
responsible for giving them!The
complete science was devoted to
selflessness and the betterment of
human civilisation. No charges or
taxes were put on imparting it. In
other words, gyan was never sold
nor given to the undeserving. Down
the yugs there was a gradual erosion
of this science, for three yugs,
Bharatvarsha glowed golden. But
now there is a sudden decline in the
pranic patterns, glory of the Guru is
not the same. The concept of service
and dedication to the Divine does
not exist to the majority anymore.
Most present day teachers are
limiting the philosophy by focussing
only on the physical body. It is
amazing and strange how these new
age teachers are bypassing the very
basics of the Vedic culture’s
foundation. This sudden decline was
predicted by the ancients…that is the
nature of kalyug.
Beings of kalyug are buying

false statements sold by brilliant

business people. People seem to
have forgotten that no saint sold
spiritual knowledge. It has always
been imparted selflessly for the
betterment of mankind. It is only
now that it has become a business
where the seller laughs all the way to
the bank.
Not only this, over the years so

many myths have surrounded this
pure science that people have
formed several preconceived ideas
and become wary of it. Let us try and

remove some of these myths around
spirituality. 
Spirituality and religion: In the

modern day world the study of this
science has been confused with
certain religions or sects that are
prevalent. A major myth about
spirituality is that it is actually a part
of a religion. Religion is a code of
conduct prescribed by certain highly
evolved souls who have taken birth
in the physical world at a time when
they were needed for the benefit of

Myths about
Spirituality 
A major myth about spirituality is that it is actually a part of a religion. Religion is a code

of conduct prescribed by certain highly evolved souls who have taken birth in the
physical world at a time when they were needed for the benefit of mankind.

YOGI ASHWINI
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mankind. A particular group of
people following a specific religion
is actually following a way of life or
a code of conduct and certain
practices for its upliftment. No
religion can be judged or
commented upon by a human being.
This domain belongs to the
Almighty. Spirituality and religion
can not be equated or compared.
Salvation through discourses:

Another major myth about
spirituality is that listening to
discourses of evolved people and
spending time with them would have
the result of giving us salvation. In
the world of the spirit, it means to
take us to the subtlest layer of our
‘ether’. It is definitely possible but
the possibility is a very remote one.
Because how do we know that the
person we are going to is not just
another moneymaker. The
newspapers are full of stories of
supposedly evolved people
indulging in acts, which are
considered not so pure and pious by
the law of our country! (Are we not
law–abiding citizens?) Depending
on the law of probability, it is a little
risky here.
To walk on this path, you need a

Guru to guide you through this
journey. It is a long process. Just
listening to a few discourses will not
take you towards salvation.
Remember how shishyas spent years
in gurukuls to learn this science.
Spirituality as escapism: Often

people equate spirituality with being
a sanyasi or use it as a way to escape
everyday responsibilities. But
spirituality is not the proprietorship
of the recluse. When the knowledge
was given, you were never supposed
to give up everything and go and sit
in the mountains. As a human being
you are expected to evolve stage by
stage. There are levels of dhyan for
all the four ashrams prescribed. You

start from step one and slowly
master each level and then progress,
from brahmacharya to grihastha to
vanprastha to sanyas.
It is well known that when

Buddha came back to his palace to
visit his wife and child after attaining
nirvana, he had commented that for
what he had achieved, there was no
need to have abandoned his family.
He said that it would have been
possible to do it while being with his
family. The Vedic Masters proved
this in their daily lives. Majority of

them had families and the duties
towards the families and society
were discharged in a much finer way
compared to the modern kalyug
man.
The Puranas and the Upanishads

are full of stories of rishis and
maharishis who were happily
married and attained salvation while
being grihasthas. Rishi Kashyap,
rishi Dhadhichi, rishi Gautam, etc.
are examples. So there is no
recommendation for any kind of
escapism. Do not forget that a man
and a woman both are individually
incomplete (concept of Shiva and
Shakti); there is the need for a union
between them for creation to take
place, and once you create you have
the responsibility to nurture it also;

so escape how, to whom, and from
where? We do not find in any book
the Great Lord Shiva, who is also
called Mahadeva, at any point letting
go of his responsibilities towards
Mata Shakti or his family. So what
escapism are we talking about?
It is unfortunate that in the

modern day world, misguided
people think that to enter into the
spiritual realm, you have to leave
your family and responsibilities. I
remember here a song from the hindi
movie of the early seventees,

Chitralekha, which is appropriate to
describe the fallacy of such claims:
“Sansar se bhage phirte ho
bhagwaan ko tum kya paooge, is lok
ko tum apna na sake us lok ko kya
apnaoge….” (You try to escape the
world, how do you expect to find the
Divine; you could not embrace this
world, how do you hope to embrace
that one).
Spirituality leads to superstition:

People also fear that if they get into
spirituality, they will get trapped in
superstitions. This is totally baseless.
The science of the etheric, or the
spirit was discovered maybe a few
hundred thousand years ago at the
beginning of the satyug. After a long
gap of time, the knowledge fell into
the hands of a very sacred

when Buddha came
back to his palace to
visit his wife and child
after attaining nirvana,
he had commented
that for what he had
achieved, there was no
need to have
abandoned his family
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community who were the brahmins.
Around 1000 years back, some of
the books were re-written glorifying
and highlighting specific
community/ies. Then came the
invasions of nearly every race on the
planet. Then came the Moghuls,
when most of the scriptures were
copied in Persian, then the British,
and somewhere between this period
the brahmins took charge of
defending the religion, and it was
here when superstitions entered. The
Vedic rishis were non superstitious
scientists. They had a strong reason
for whatever they did and practiced.
You do not find superstitions in

the Vedas or the Upanishads, the two
original texts. Whatever is written in
these, it’s basis is also very clearly
given. I assume that certain specific
medieval period authors for the
appeasement of their egos,
introduced superstitions so that
people would consider them learned
and would come to them for various
kinds of advice. By the time the
British were through with
plundering this country, the majority
of the population had become
illiterate and poor. Lack of education
and poverty got them deeper and
deeper into superstitions and for
some this became a business to
exploit the others by telling them
strange things like which side of the
bed to get up from or how dangerous
one sneeze is. Just to make money
and sound important don’t we hear
nowadays that if you rub your
fingernails together you will reverse
the greying process. The majority of
additions were as funny as this. Each
told the other something new and it
was assumed that the source was
spirituality. In reality, spirituality
leads only to the evolution of the
human being and an understanding
of the nature; this can lead to only
evolution.

The science of spirituality is
much more authentic than any other
modern science. None of its laws,
e.g. The Law of Karma or the law
that ‘matter cannot be created or
destroyed’ have ever been
challenged or refuted. When a
modern day scientist first propounds
a theory, he gets a Nobel Prize for it
and then few years later some other
scientist refutes it and he also gets
honoured. The theory of a straight
line in geometry is one such
example.

Miracle cures: Another myth that
comes to my mind is a very common
problem of modern day Indian
society that is nothing short of
blackmail. It is of certain
unscrupulous people hiding behind
the garb of being evolved souls and
promising miraculous cures to
certain ‘no cure’ diseases. 
All you need to do is practice

certain techniques told by them; but
of course a certain sum of money has
to be parted with. Newspapers are
full of such advertisements. A
desperate parent, who wants to save
his only child, or a desperate son
willing to do anything to save his
ailing mother, normally gets
blackmailed. At that time they see
nothing and want to believe nothing

but the fact that their dear one would
be saved by God through the
prescription of the person they have
gone to.
There definitely exist, even in the

present day world, such evolved
souls whose one look or a mere
touch would bring back one even
after having left the body, but we
forget that people with such powers
are definitely beyond the realm of
the financial world. They would only
indulge in such an act if it were for
the betterment of the mankind, and

certainly not for any amount of
money.
These myths can only be broken

by studying the etheric world under
an evolved soul and by not believing
in something just because we want
to believe in it for somewhere deep
down it appeases our fear of the
unknown. The list is endless, and
some of the myths would lead to
controversies. The important thing is
to understand the depth of the
knowledge that we have inherited
and give it its due respect and I
assure you that the amazing secrets
of the inner world would reveal
themselves to you and then you
would fear nothing and be fooled by
no one. The science of spirituality
would be clear to you. 

The majority of additions
were as funny as this. each
told the other something new
and it was assumed that the
source was spirituality. in
reality, spirituality leads only
to the evolution of the human
being and an understanding
of the nature; this can lead to
only evolution
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